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First-enthroned of the apostles, teachers of the universe: Entreat the Master of all to grant peace to the world, and to our souls great mercy!
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January 2, 2022

SUNDAY BEFORE THE THEOPHANY: FOREFEAST OF THE
THEOPHANY

REPOSE OF VEN. SERAPHIM, WONDERWORKER OF SAROV

TOdaY oo 10:00am  Divine Liturgy

Wed. 05 oo 7:00pm  Vesperal Liturgy &
Blessing of the Waters
Feast of Theophany

FIi. 07 oo 6:0o0pm  Fun Night

Sat. 08 e 6:00pm Vespers

SUN. 09 oo, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

One must be baptized and chrismated an Orthodox Christian to receive
Holy Communion. Guests are invited to receive a blessing at the chalice
and partake of the post-Communion bread (Antidoron).

Fast Days: No fast this week!

Kontakion - Tone
(St. Seraphim)

Troparion -Tone 4
(Resurrection)

Forsaking the beauty as well as the
corruption of this world,

thou didst settle in the monastery of
Sarov, O Saint.

There thou didst live an angelic life,

Let the heavens rejoice!

Let the earth be glad!

For the Lord has shown strength
with His arm.

He has trampled down death by

death. becoming for many the way to

He has become the first born of the  salvation.

dead. Therefore, Christ has glorified thee,
He has delivered us from the depths O Father Seraphim,

of hell, enriching thee with abundant

healing and miracles.

So we cry to thee: Save us by thy
prayers, venerable Seraphim, our
father!

and has granted to the world
great mercy.

Prayers for those in our Sts. Peter and Paul community (parishioners, family,
friends) can be listed for remembrance in our litanies during the Liturgy. Feel free
to give names to Fr. Nicholas - please indicate how each person listed is
connected to us (parishioner, family, friend, etc.), as well as why we are praying
for them (health, memory, travel, etc.).

Confessions can be heard by appointment. If you need, I will come to you
during the week. Please do not hesitate to call for a time to drop by the church or
to have me visit you.

Remembrances for both the living and the dead during the prayers of
preparation of the Eucharistic Lamb and during the Augmented Litany should be
given the week before the desired remembrance so that the names can be put into
the bulletin and given to the Deacons for the prayers. Any names of the living
that are not marked as sick or traveling will be listed under general prayers.

SCRIPTURE THIS WEEK

Church Lectionary

Today

Galatians 5:22-6:2
Luke 6:17-23

2 Timothy 4:5-8
Mark 1:1-8

Monda
Hebrews 3:5-11, 17-19
Luke 19:37-44

Tuesday
Hebrews 4:1-13
Luke 19:45-48

Wednesday
1 Corinthians 9:19-27
Luke 3:1-18

Thursday
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Matthew 3:13-17

Frida

Hebrews 7:18-25
Luke 20:19-26
Acts 19:1-8

John 1:29-34

Saturday
Ephesians 2:11-13
Luke 12:32-40

Reading the Bible in a Year

Jan o2: Genesis 5-8
Jan 03: Genesis 9-12
Jan o4: Genesis 13-16
Jan o5: Genesis 17-20
Jan 06: Genesis 21-24
Jan 07: Genesis 25-28
Jan 08: Genesis 29-32


mailto:frnicholas490@aol.com
http://sspeterpaulphila.org/

JANUARY EVENTS Coffee Hour

January 09 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy This Week:

o1 - NO VESPERS 12 - 7:15pm Bible Study

02 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy 15 — 6:00pm Vespers Next Week:

o5 - 7:00pm Vesperal Liturgy & 16 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy
Blessing of the Waters 19 — 7:15pm Bible Study Flower Donation
Feast of Theophany 22 - 6:00pm Vespers This week's flowers were

07 - 6:00pm Fun Night 23 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy donated by:

08 — 6:00pm Vespers 26 - 7:15pm Bible Study

A Grateful Heart is Fertile Ground

When you strive to interact with members of your family, with friends, coworkers, and all others, with respect,
humility, and dignity, you lay the groundwork for the abundance of Grace needed to quicken your heart for the
things of God. The soil is prepared for the planting of seeds that allow you to respond to God's grace, for a
grateful heart is fertile ground for the things of God.

When you open your heart to others, with gratitude, the path is prepared for a relationship with Jesus Christ,
and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit will fill you with the power to live a life that is transformed by God's Grace.
You will be filled with heartfelt gratitude for all God's gifts, and inner peace will be yours.

The preparation for sowing the seeds of the love of God, begin with responsive gratefulness. The Apostle Paul
writes, "Remember, it is not you that holds up the root, but the root that holds you up (Rom. u:8)." Any
relationship with God, must begin with a grateful heart, and is cultivated by kindness, and goodwill towards
others. When you are grateful you respond toward God and others by enacting other virtues.

The constant and cultivated feeling of deep appreciation and heartfelt gratitude for others, quickens the soul to
feel the inner need to freely and thankfully respond to God's invitation to commune with Him.

With love in Christ,
Abbot Tryphon

A Prayer for the Week s * X ° &

Dear Lord, You have blessed us with the year that "Let us be cO nvinced that

came before, and You bless us with a New Year just

ahead. This gift of time that You give us is meant nothing can happen to us
to help us wake up to our real selves created to be

with You forever. I confess Lord I've wasted apar tfr om the pr OVide nce

enough time focused on lesser gods and serving G d "
my own comfort rather than the life-giving Of od.
struggle of devotion only to You. Forgive me, Lord,

and help me as I step into this New Year to grow in -St. Dorotheos of Gaza

my love for You alone so that I can then love others

as they are meant to be loved. I never want to serve ) o }‘“’ o e
the wrong master ever again. Amen

House Blessings are coming up in 2022! Please sign up on the sheet
upstairs so that we can begin to organize and schedule House
blessings. Please be sure to leave your name and phone number.

Alternatively, you can call Fr. Nicholas at 860-861-7468 and he will take
your information.



2 Timothy 4:5-8

But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already
being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Galatians 5:22-6:2

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.
Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in
the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.
Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness,
considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I send My
messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way
before You. The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.”
John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the
land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him
and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me
who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap I am not worthy
to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water,
but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Luke 6:17-23

And He came down with them and stood on a level place
with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people
from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre
and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their
diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean
spirits. And they were healed. And the whole multitude
sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and
healed them all. Then He lifted up His eyes toward His
disciples, and said: “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you
shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall
laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they
exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil,
for the Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice in that day and leap for
joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like
manner their fathers did to the prophets.

Children's Word

Pointing to Christ

Have you ever gotten credit for something great...but
that you didn't really do? “Good job!” somebody might
say. Maybe you even get an award or a prize! But it
doesn’t make you feel so great, unless you earn that
praise yourself.

In today’s Gospel reading, we hear about Saint John. He
is called the Forerunner, because he came before our
Lord, Jesus Christ. Lots of people started to follow St.
John, and he baptized lots and lots of people. They
probably thought he was pretty great. But Saint John
stopped that praise with these words, “There comes
One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal
strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.”

Saint John didn’t want the credit. He pointed to Christ
instead. He knew that our Lord, Jesus Christ was much,
much greater than he was.

If you look at the icons in the front of your church, you
will see the icon of Christ. Lots of times, you will see
Saint John in the icon beside Him. He points to Christ.
Give Him the credit! Give Him the praise!

Can YOU do that too? Can you give God the credit for
things you have done?

SAINT SERAPHIM A PEACEFUL SAINT

Do you know what you're supposed to do if you see a
bear? You're supposed to look as big as you can, make a
lot of noise, and walk away slowly. Today, we celebrate a
saint who saw lots of bears, but he didn’t follow that
advice! In fact, the bears came right up to him to eat
out of his hand, because he had such a calm and
humble and peaceful spirit.

Saint Seraphim only wanted to grow closer and closer
to God. He knew that a good way to do that was by
talking to God. So he prayed...a lot! For 25 years, Saint
Seraphim lived in the wilderness. He had a little hut in
the woods there, and he would spend most of his time
praying. Once, he spent 1,000 nights—that’s almost
three whole years—on his knees, praying to God. Do
you think you can go for even a few minutes?

Saint Seraphim reminds us to try to be peaceful and
gentle. He said that when we get a peaceful spirit,
“thousands around you will be saved.” That means that
when we are peaceful, we can make a big huge
difference in other people’s lives too!

But how can we be peaceful in our hearts? Well, one
good way is by saying a little prayer during the day.
“Lord, Jesus Christ, have mercy on me.” We can say it
when we are angry or when we are sad or when we’re
feeling just fine. We can be peaceful like Saint
Seraphim!

We celebrate St. Seraphim today, January 2nd.




You Can’t Have Two Masters

December 31, 2021 - Fr. Barnabas Powell

[ always found it funny and even cute when I saw the old Hollywood trick of putting an angel on one
shoulder of the hero and a devil on the other shoulder. Then the hero had to choose between the two!
But, really, it isn’t as funny as it is revealing. It really does illustrate the internal struggle we all have when
deciding which path to take in our priorities, behaviors, and decisions.
That is when we even recognize the struggle at all. Too many times, regardless of the angel and devil on
our shoulders, we simply live on automatic pilot not even noticing we had a choice to make.
But, as that famous Bob Dylan song from his album “Slow Train Coming” declared “You Gotta Serve
Somebody.”
Look at our lesson today on this last day of the year and let’s see what Jesus has to say to us in Luke 16:10-15:

The Lord said, “He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is

dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful in the

unrighteous mammon, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been

faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? No servant can

serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to

the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” The Pharisees, who

were lovers of money, heard all this, and they scoffed at him. But he said to them, “You are

those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts; for what is exalted

among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”
Our Lord makes it plain that a divided heart, divided attention, divided worship is, ultimately
impossible. And it’s impossible because you really never give “equal” devotion to both “masters. There’s
always the one you favor over the other. And that can be clearly seen in your choices and behaviors. You
really do have to serve somebody and you already are. The question is which “master” do you favor most
of the time?
The word “mammon” here is fascinating. It literally means “money” or “wealth” and it is found in similar
forms in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and even Syrian. Interestingly enough, it has also served as the name of a
Syrian god of wealth. There’s a big hint here. The greatest challenge in any of our lives, and, historically,
in all human societies is the temptation to idolatry: the worship of lesser gods rather than the True God
revealed in Jesus Christ.
And this is exactly what the Lord is warning us about today. You will either comment to struggling
against the temptation to worship lesser gods in your life OR you will become a slave to your passions and
gripped by the false life of living too small for your created dignity! You were made to be the companion
of only ONE Master, the Lord Creator of Heaven and Earth. And you were uniquely gifted, blessed,
enabled, by being created in this God’s Image so that any devotion to lesser gods always corrupts your
truest self. This corruption is seen in the selfish lives devoted only to selfish motives and slavery to
personal comfort and ego.
You've known people like this. You've seen the movie It's A Wonderful Life. In this movie, there is a scene
where the miserly, old man, Mr. Potter, is confronted by George Bailey about his greed. Look what
George tells this greedy man: “Just remember this, Mr. Potter, that this rabble you're talking about, they
do most of the working and paying and living and dying in this community. Well, is it too much to have
them work and pay and live and die in a couple of decent rooms and a bath? Anyway, my father didn’t
think so. People were human beings to him, but to you, a warped, frustrated old man, they're cattle.”
What a perfect picture of someone who worships money and power, and, in the end, sells his soul for too
little.
Today, as we step into a New Year, who do you serve? The truest answer to that question is no secret. The
answer is seen in your choices, priorities, and actions. Who do you serve? In the New Year, let’s determine
to serve the Master Who loves us instead of the master who only wants a slave. This Year, let’s be
Orthodox on Purpose!



2-e Tumodero 4:5-8

Ho Tb1 Oymp OpuTeneH BO BceM, NMEPEHOCH CKOPOM, COBeplail eno 61aroBeCTHHKQ,
VICTIOJTHSII cmy>keHUe TBoe. V60 s y)ke CTaHOBITIOCH JKePTBOIO, 1 BPEMSI MOETO OTLIECTBUS
HacTaso. [logBUrom gOGPHIM s MOABU3AJICS, TEYEHHE COBEPILINJI, BEPY COXPAHWIT; d TENEPh
TOTOBUTCSI MHE BeHell MPaBAbl, KOTOPbIi fact MHe [ocroas, nmpaBexnsit Cynusi, B 1eHb
OHBIH; U HE TOIbKO MHe, HO U BCeM, BO3/TI0OUBLINM siBjieHHe Ero.

K Tanaram 5:22-6:2

[Tnop, ke myxa: m000BB, pafloCcTh, MUp, JOATOTepIieHHe, 0/1aroCTh, MUIOCEPAHE, Bepa,
KPOTOCTb, Bo3JepkaHue. Ha TakoBbIx HeT 3akoHa. Ho Te, koTopble XpHUCTOBBI, PacIsiivd
IUIOTh CO CTPACTSIMU U MOXOTAMU. Eciu Mbl xyBeM JIyXoMm, TO MO JAyXy W TOCTYTNaTh
nomkHbl. He Oyzem Tiec/naBUTHCS, IPYr Apyra pa3gpaxkaTtb, APYT OPYTY 3aBUOBATh.
bparus! eciu u BnazeTr 4yesnoBeK B KaKoe cOrpelleHHe, Bbl, JyXOBHbIe, HUCIIPaBISHTe
TAKOBOTO B JiyXe KPOTOCTH, HAOMI0ast KaXKABIN 32 COO0I0, YTOOBI HE ObITh UCKYIIEHHBIM.
Hocute GpeMeHa Apyr gpyra, ¥ TAKUM 00PA30M HCITOTHUTE 3aKOH XPHCTOB.

Ot Mapka1:1-8

Havano EBanrenus Mucyca Xpucrta, CbiHa boxusi, Kak HalmMCaHO y MPOPOKOB: BOT, Sl
noceiato AHrena Moero mnipes nuneMm TBOUM, KOTOPbBIM NPUTOTOBUAT MYyTh TBOU mpep,
To6or. [mac Bommiouiero B MyCThIHE: MPUTOTOBBTE MYTh OCMOAY, MPSIMBIMH Cie/aiiTe
cre3u Emy. SIBuncsa MoaHH, KpecTs B MyCTbIHe M NMPONOBeys KpelleHue MOKAsTHUS JJIs1
npoueHus rpexoB. M Beixoguau K Hemy Bcst cTpaHa Hygeiickas u MepycanumiasHe, u
KPeCTWIMCh OT Hero Bce B peke HMoppaHe, ucnoBeays rpexu cBou. MoaHH >xe HOCUI
OZEXIy U3 BepOJIIOKbEro BOJIOCa U TOSIC KOXKaHBII HA Ypec/iax CBOUX, M €1 aKpUJbl U
JUKUK Meg. M1 mponoBeabiBal, roBops: ujert 3a MHoo CunbHelunii Mess1, y Kotoporo s
HeJJOCTOWH, HAaKJIOHUBLIVNCH, Pa3Bsi3aTh peMeHb 00yBU Ero; st kpecTrn Bac Bogoio, a OH
Oyzet KpecTuTh Bac Jlyxom CBATHIM.

Ot Jlyku 6:17-23

W, cotizs ¢ HuMH, ctan OH Ha POBHOM MeCTe, U MHOXeCTBO y4yeHUKoB Ero, u MHoOro
Hapoga u3 Bceit Mygen u Hepycanmma m npumopckux mect Tupckux u CHUAOHCKUX,
KOTOpble TNPUIUIM Tocayuarh Ero M wucuenutbcss oT Oojie3Heil CBOMX, TaKkKe U
CTPOXXJylllMe OT HeYMCTBIX AYXOB; U Hcuessinch. M1 Bechb Hapog, McKal NMpUKacaTbCsl K
Hewmy, notomy uto ot Hero ncxoguna cuna u ucuensina scex. I OH, Bo3Beast oun CBou Ha
yueHuKoB CBoux, roBopwi: braykeHHbI HUllIMe TyxXoM, 100 Baiire ecth LlapcTBue boxue.
BrakeHHbI anmvyuie HbIHe, MO0 HAChITUTECh. bra)KeHHBI IUIavyylipie HbIHE, KOO
BoccMeeTech. biiaykeHHbI BbI, KOTIA BO3HEHABUSAT Bac JIIOAM M KOT/IA OT/Ty4aT Bac, ¥ OyayT
MOHOCUTh, W TIPOHECYT WMsI Balle, Kak OecuyectHoe, 3a CbiHa YemoBeyeckoro.
BospaznyiiTech B TOT AeHb U BO3BecenTeCh, MOO Be/IMKA BaM Harpaja Ha Hebecax. Tak
MOCTYIA/IN C IPOPOKaMH OTLBI HX.



II Timotheut 4:5-8

Po ti rri zgjuar né té gjitha, vuaj, béj puné ungjillétari, shérbesén ténde permbushe. Sepse
uné tani jam duke derdhur gjakun, edhe koha e ikjes sime arriti. Luftén e miré luftova,
udhén e mbarova, besimin e ruajta. Pastaj mé mbetet kurora e drejtésisé, té cilén do té ma
japé né até dité Zoti, gjykatési i drejté; edhe jo vetém mua, por dhe gjithé atyre gé duan
shfagjen e tij.

Galatianeve 5:22-6:2

Por fryti i Frymés éshté dashuri, gézim, paqe, zemérgjerési, émbélsi, mirési, besnikeéri,
butési, vetépérmbajtje; kundér té tillave nuk ka ligj. Edhe ata qé jané té Krishtit, e kané
krygézuar mishin bashké me pésimet e me déshirimet. Né rrojmé sipas Frymés, sipas
Frymés edhe té ecim. Le té mos kérkojmé lavdi té koté, duke ngaré njéri-tjetrin, duke
pasur smiré njéri-tjetrin. Véllezér, edhe sikur té bjeré njeri né ndonjé faj, ju gé jeni té
frymés ngrijeni té tillin me frymé butésie; duke u kujdesur pér veten ténde se mos ngitesh
edhe ti. Mbajani barrét njéri-tjetrit, edhe késhtu pérmbushni ligjin e Krishtit.

Markut 1:1-8

Fillimi i ungjillit té Jisu Krishtit, Birit té Peréndis€, si¢ éshté shkruar né profetét: “Ja uné
tek dérgoj engjéllin tim pérpara fages sate, i cili do té pérgatisé udhén ténde pérpara teje”.
“Zéri i atij qé thérret né shkretétiré: Béni gati udhén e Zotit, béni té drejta rrugét e tij”.
Joani ishte duke pagézuar né shkretétiré, edhe duke predikuar pagézim pendimi pér
ndjesén e mékateve. Edhe dilnin tek ai gjithé vendi i Judesé dhe jerusalemasit, edhe té
gjithé pagézoheshin nga ai né lumin e Jordanit, duke rréfyer mékatet e tyre. Edhe Joani
ishte veshur me lesh gamileje, edhe kishte brez té lékurté rreth mesit té tij dhe hante
karkaleca e mjalté té egér. Edhe predikonte, duke théné: Prapa meje vjen mé i forti se uné,
té cilit s’jam i zoti té ulem e ti zgjidh rripin e sandaleve. Uné ju pagézova me ujé, po ai do
t’ju pagézojé me Frymé té Shenjté.

Llukait 6:17-23

Edhe zbriti bashké me ata e géndroi né njé vend té sheshté; edhe ishin grumbulli i
nxénésve té tij dhe njé turmé e madhe populli nga gjithé Judea dhe nga Jerusalemi, edhe
nga bregdeti i Tirit e i Sidonés, té cilét erdhén té dégjonin até, edhe té shéroheshin nga
sémundjet e tyre, edhe ata g¢ mundoheshin prej fryméve té ndyra, dhe shéroheshin. Edhe
gjithé turma kérkonte ta prekte; sepse dilte fuqi prej tij, edhe i shéronte té gjithé. Edhe ai,
si ngriti syté mbi nxénésit e tij, thoshte: Lum ju té varférit, sepse juaja éshté mbretéria e
Peréndisé. Lum ju gé keni uri tani, sepse do té ngopeni. Lum ju gé gani tani, sepse do té
geshni. Té lumtur jeni ju, kur t’ju urrejné njerézit, edhe kur t’ju pérjashtojné, edhe t’ju
pérgeshin, edhe t’ju nxjerrin emrin pér té keq, pér shkak té Birit té njeriut. GEzohuni né
até dité dhe kérceni; sepse ja paga juaj tek éshté e shumté né giell; sepse késhtu ua bénin
edhe profetéve etérit e tyre.



