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SUNDAY, APRIL 23
Antipascha: 2nd Sunday of Pascha

St. Thomas Sunday
Holy Glorious Greatmartyr, Trophy-bearer, and Wonderworker, George

Tone 7
Troparion
(Pentecostarion)

From the sealed tomb, Thou didst shine forth, O
Life!

Through closed doors Thou didst come to Thy
Disciples, O Christ God.

Renew in us through them an upright spirit,

by the greatness of Thy mercy, O Resurrection of
all!

Tone 4
Troparion

(St. George)
As a martyr of Christ, thou wast bound for good
deeds, O George;
by faith thou didst conquer the torturer’s
godlessness.
Thou wast offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God,
thus receiving the crown of victory.
Through thine intercessions, forgiveness of sins is
granted to all.

Tone 4
Kontakion
(St. George)

As a martyr of Christ, thou wast bound for good
deeds, O George;

by faith thou didst conquer the torturer’s
godlessness.

Thou wast offered as a sacrifice pleasing to God,
thus receiving the crown of victory.

Through thine intercessions, forgiveness of sins is
granted to all.

Tone 4
Kontakion
(Pentecostarion)

Thomas touched Thy life-giving side with an eager
hand, O Christ God,

when Thou camest to Thine Apostles through
closed doors.

He cried out with all: “Thou art my Lord and my
God!”

~ Prokeimenon &

Tone 3 (from the Pentecostarion)
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power, / His understanding is beyond measure. (Ps. 146:5)
V. Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God! (Ps. 146:1)

Tone 7 (St. George)
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord / and shall hope in Him. (Ps. 63:11a)




«» The Epistle Reading &

Acts 5:12-20 (Epistle)

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And
they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people
esteemed them highly. And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men
and women, so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that
at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from
the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean
spirits, and they were all healed. Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which
is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the
apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison

doors and brought them out, and said, “Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words
of this life.”

Acts 12:1-11 (Epistle, Saint)

Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. Then he
killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he
proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. So when he
had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him,
intending to bring him before the people after Passover. Peter was therefore kept in prison, but
constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. And when Herod was about to bring him
out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before
the door were keeping the prison. Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in
the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains
fell off his hands. Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did.
And he said to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” So he went out and followed him, and did
not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they
were past the first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which
opened to them of its own accord; and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the
angel departed from him. And when Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that
the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the
expectation of the Jewish people.”

Veprat e Apostujve 5:12-20

Edhe me ané té duarve té apostujve béheshin shumeé shenja e ¢udira né mes té popullit; edhe ishin me
njé zemér té gjithé né portikun e Solomonit. Edhe nga té tjerét asnjé s'guxonte té bashkohej me ta; por
populli i madhéronte ata. Edhe shtoheshin mé shumé duke besuar né Zotin turma burrash e grash; aq
sa nxirrnin jashté népér rrugé té sémurét, edhe i vinin mbi shtresa e mbi shtretér, gé kur té shkonte
Pjetri té paktén hija e tij té zinte ndonjé nga ata. Edhe mblidheshin né Jerusalem té gjitha qytetet
pérrreth, edhe sillnin té sémurét edhe ata qé ngiteshin prej frymésh té ndyra, té cilét shéroheshin té
gjithé. Atéheré u ngrit kryeprifti dhe gjithé ata qé ishin bashké me té, té cilét ishin sekt i Sadugenjve,
edhe u mbushén me smiré; edhe vuné duart e tyre mbi apostujt, edhe i vuné né burgun publik. Po njé
engjéll i Zotit natén hapi dyert e burgut, edhe si i nxori jashté, tha: Shkoni, edhe rrini e i flisni popullit
né tempull gjithé fjalét e késaj jete.

Veprat e Apostujve 12:1-11

Né até kohé mbreti Herod vuri duart t'u béjé keq disave prej kishés. Edhe vrau me thiké Jakovin, té
véllain e Joanit. Edhe kur pa se kjo éshté e pélgyeshme pér Judenjté, vuri ndér mend té zéré edhe
Pjetrin; edhe ishin ditét e té pabrumétave. Edhe e zuri até dhe e vuri né burg, edhe ua dorézoi katér




palé ushtaréve prej katér vetash secila, qé ta ruajné, sepse pas pashkés donte ta nxirrte pérpara
popullit. Pjetri pra po ruhej né burg; po prej kishés béhej pa pushim lutje pér té. Edhe kur do ta nxirrte
até Herodi pérpara, até naté Pjetri lidhur me dy vargonj ishte duke fjetur né mes té dy ushtaréve, edhe
rojat ruanin burgun pérpara derés. Edhe ja njé engjéll i Zotit erdhi papandehur, edhe drité ndriti né
até vend; edhe si i ra Pjetrit né brinjé, e zgjoi, duke théné: Ngrihu shpejt. Edhe i rané vargonjté nga
duart. Edhe engjélli i tha: Ngjishu, edhe mbath sandalet e tua; edhe ai béri ashtu. Edhe i thoté: Vish
rrobén ténde, edhe eja pas meje. Edhe ai si doli, i vinte pas, edhe nuk dinte se ishte e vérteté kjo qé
béhej prej engjéllit, po pandehte se sheh vegim. Edhe si kaluan rojen e paré e té dyté, erdhén né portén
e hekurt gé con né gytet, e cila iu hap atyre prej vetiu; edhe si dolén, shkuan népér njé rrugé; edhe
pérnjéheré engjélli u nda nga ai. Edhe Pjetri, si erdhi né vete, tha: Tani e di me té vérteté se Zoti dérgoi
engjéllin e tij dhe mé shpétoi nga dora e Herodit dhe nga gjithé shpresa e popullit té Judenjve.

Jessnus 5:12-20

Pykamu jxe AnocTosioB coBeplLIa/iMCh B Hapofe MHOTrMe 3HAaMeHHs U 4yZeca; U BCe eJUHOZYIIHO
npe6bIBau B ipuTBope ComoMoHOBOM. M3 TOCTOPOHHMX )Ke HUKTO He CMeJI ITPUCTATh K HUM, a HapoJ,
IpOC/IaBIsI Ux. Bepylomux xe 6osee u 6oee MpUCOeSUHSIOCH K [0CIOAy, MHOXXeCTBO MY>XYHH U
KEHII[H, TaK YTO BBIHOCH/IM OOJIBHBIX HA Y/IMIBI M TIOJIAarajiM Ha TOCTE/ISIX M KPOBATAX, AAOBI XOTS
TeHb npoxogsauero Ilerpa ocenmna xoro ms Hux. Cxogunmce Tarkke B Hepycanum mHorue wus
OKPECTHBIX TOPOZOB, Hecsl OOJIbHBIX M HEYHMCTHIMU JyXaMH OfeP)XUMBIX, KOTOpbIe M HCILe/ISINCh BCe.
[TepBOCBsILIEHHUK JXe U C HUM Bce, TpUHaJ/Ie)KaBlIre K epecH caJyKeH KoM, UCIIOJIHUIUCh 3aBUCTH,
1 HaJIOXKWJIM PYKH CBOU Ha AIOCTOJIOB, U 3aK/IIOYMIM UX B HapogHyto TeMHully. Ho Anren I'ocriogenn
HOYBIO OTBOPUJI BépPU TEMHMUIIBI 1, BbIBe/ISI UX, CKa3a/l: UAUTE U, CTaB B XpaMe, TOBOPUTEe HapOAy Bce
CHM CJI0Ba YXU3HU.

HesHus 12:1-11

B 1o Bpemst maps Mpon mogHsII pyKH Ha HEKOTOPBIX M3 MTPUHA/JIEKAIINX K LIePKBH, YTOOBI CZIe1aTh UM
3110, 1 yonn MakoBa, 6pata MoanHoBa, MmeyoMm. Buzs xe, 4to ato mpusitHo Uyzesim, Bceq, 3a TeM B35t
u [lerpa, --Torma ObUIM JHU ONMPECHOKOB, — U, 33fIepXKaB €ro, MOoCafu B TEMHHIy, U IPHUKA3aJ
yeThIpeM YeTBepHIlaM BOMHOB CTepeyb ero, HamepeBasich rnocie [lacxu BbiBecTH ero K Hapogny. Mrak
[leTpa cTeperny B TeMHUlle, MeX/y TeM LiepKOBb NPUJIeXHO Moaunaack o HeM bory. Korga yxe Wpog,
XOTesl BBIBECTH €ro, B Ty HOuYb [leTp cmanm mMexzay IByMsi BOMHaMH, CKOBAaHHBIM JBYMS LIeMSIMU, U
CTPpaXXH y ABepeli crepernu TemMHuuy. M Bot, Axren locnoseHb npezcTan, U CBET OCUSI TEMHULLY.
[Anren], Tonkuys [leTpa B 60K, mpoGyAu/I €ro U CKasaj: BCTaHb ckopee. M uenu ymanu ¢ pyk ero. Y
cKkaszan emy AHres: onosiibest v 00yiicsi. OH caenan Tak. [IoTOM roBOpuUT emy: HafieHb OZIeXKAY TBOIO U
uau 3a MHoOWo. [[lerp] Bhilen W cremoBan 3a HUM, He 3HAasl, YTO JelaemMoe AHTe/IoM GbLIO
JeICTBUTENIBHO, a AyMasi, YTO BUAUT BupeHUe. [Ipoiifs mepBylo U BTOPYIO CTPaXKY, OHU MPULUIH K
)KeJIe3HBIM BOPOTaM, BeAyLIMM B TOPOZ, KOTOpPble CaMHU COOOI0 OTBOPH/IMCh MM: OHU BBILUIH, U
MPOLTH OAHY Y/IULly, U BAPYr AHrena He ctasnio ¢ HUM. Toraa [letp, mpuas B cebs1, cKas3a: Teneps s
BIDKY BOMCTHHY, uTO [ocroap mocnan Aarena CBoero u n3baBui MeHs u3 pyku Mpoza u ot Bcero, 4ero
xgan Hapog, Uyaelickuii.

Tone 8

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

V. Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior! (Ps. 94:1)

V. For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth. (Ps. 94:3)

Tone 4

V. The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. (Ps. g1:11)
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« The Gospel Reading &-

John 20:19-31 (Gospel)

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were
assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When
He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And when He had said
this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” So he
said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and
put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas
with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to
Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do
not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to
him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.” And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.

John 15:17-16:2 (Gospel, Saint)

These things I command you, that you love one another. If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before
it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not
greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep
yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent
Me. If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. He
who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father. But this happened that the word
might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.” But when the Helper comes,
whom I shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.
And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. These things I have spoken to
you, that you should not be made to stumble. They will put you out of the synagogues; yes, the time is coming
that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service.

Joanit 20:19-31

Né até dité pra, té parén e javés, si u ngrys, edhe dyert ishin mbyllur atje ku ishin mbledhur nxénésit nga
frika e Judenjve, erdhi Jisui dhe ndenji né mes, edhe u thoté atyre: Page mbi ju. Edhe si tha kété, u tregoi
atyre duart dhe brinjén e tij. U gézuan pra nxénésit kur pané Zotin. Edhe Jisui pra u tha atyre pérséri:
Page mbi ju. Si¢ mé dérgoi Ati, edhe uné ju dérgoj ju. Edhe si tha kété, fryu dhe u thoté atyre: Merrni
Frymeé té Shenjté. Kujtdo gé t'u falni mékatet, u jané falur atyre; kujtdo qé t'ua mbani, u jané mbajtur. Po
Thomai, njé nga té dymbédhjetét, gé quhet Binjak, nuk ishte bashké me ata, kur erdhi Jisui. Nxénésit e
tjeré i thoshin pra: Pamé Zotin. Po ai u tha atyre: Né mos pafsha né duart e tij shenjén e gozhdéve, edhe
té vé gishtin tim né shenjén e gozhdéve, edhe té vé gishtin né brinjén e tij, s’kam pér té besuar. Edhe pas
teté ditésh pérséri ishin brenda nxénésit e tij, edhe Thomai me ata. Vjen Jisui, ndonése dyert ishin
mbyllur, dhe ndenji né mes e tha: Page mbi ju. Pastaj i thoté Thomait: Sill gishtin ténd kétu, edhe shih
duart e mia; edhe sill dorén ténde e vére né brinjén time, edhe mos u béj i pabesé, po besétar. Edhe
Thomai u pérgjigj, e i tha: Zoti im dhe Peréndia im. Jisui i thoté: Sepse mé pe, besove. Lum ata qé nuk
pané dhe besuan. Edhe shumé cudira té tjera béri Jisui pérpara nxénésve té tij, té cilat nuk jané shkruar
né kété libér. Po kéto u shkruan qé té besoni se Jisui éshté Krishti, i Biri i Peréndisé, edhe duke besuar té
keni jeté né emrin e tij.




Joanit 15:17-16:2

Kéto ju urdhéroj qé té doni njéri-tjetrin. Nése ju urren bota, dijeni se mua mé ka urryer mé paré se ju. Té
ishit prej botés, bota do té donte té sajén; po megenése nuk jeni nga bota, por uné ju zgjodha ju nga
bota, prandaj ju urren bota. Mbani mend fjalén gé ju thashé uné juve, nuk ka shérbétor mé té madh se i
zoti. Nése mé pérndogén mua, do t’ju pérndjekin edhe ju; nése ruajtén fjalén time, do té ruajné edhe
tuajén. Po té gjitha kéto do t’jua béjné juve pér emrin tim, sepse nuk e njohin até qé mé dérgoi. Té mos
kisha ardhur e té mos ju kisha folur atyre, nuk do té kishin mékat; por tani nuk kané ¢’té thoné pér
meékatin e tyre. Ai gé mé urren mua, urren edhe Atin tim. Té mos kisha béré ndér ata punét gé s’i ka
béré asnjé tjetér, nuk do té kishin mékat; po tani edhe pané, edhe na urryen edhe mua edhe Atin tim. Po
kjo u bé gé té pérmbushet fjala qé éshté shkruar né ligjin e tyre: “Mé urryen pa ndonjé shkak”. Po kur té
vijé Ngushéllimtari, té cilin do t’jua dérgoj uné juve prej Atit, Fryma e sé vértetés, qé buron prej Atit, ai
do té déshmojé pér mua. Po edhe ju déshmoni, sepse gé né fillim jeni bashké me mua. Jua thashé juve
kéto, qé té mos skandalizoheni. Do t’ju nxjerrin nga sinagogat; por vjen njé oré, né té cilén kushdo qé
t’ju vrasé do té pandehé se i bén shérbim Peréndisé.

Ot HoaHnHa 20:19-31

B TOT >Xe mepBbIf ZieHb HeIeH BeYepoM, KOTa ABepH [momal, rae cobupanvch yuennku Ero, Gbuin
3anepTsl U3 onaceHus ot Myznees, npuien Mucyc, u cran nocpenu, u roBoput uM: mup Bam! Ckazas
aTo, OH MOKa3as UM PyKU U HOTH U pe6pa CBou. YyeHUKH 06pasoBaincsk, yBuzaes [ocnoga. Uucyc xe
CKa3ajl UM BTOPUYHO: MUP BaM! Kak mocian Menst Oten, [Tak] u S moceinaro Bac. Ckasas 310, AyHY, U
roBoput uM: npumure /lyxa Cssitaro. Komy npocture rpexu, ToMy NpOCTSTCS; HA KOM OCTaBUTe, Ha TOM
octa"ytcsi. Poma Ke, ONUH W3 [BEHAALATH, Ha3blBaeMblii biu3Hen, He ObUI TYyT C HUMH, KOrja
npuxogun HMucyc. [Ipyrue yueHUKH ckasanu emy: Mbl Bugenu locrnoza. Ho oH ckazan uM: eciu He
YBIDKY Ha pykax Ero paH oT rBoszeii, U He BJIO)KXY Ie€pPCTa MOEro B PaHbl OT I'BO3/el, U He BIOXY PYKHU
Moeii B pebpa Ero, He nmoBepio. [Tocsie BocbMu fHe#t onsite 6bUTH B loMe yueHUKH Ero, u Poma ¢ HUMH.
[Tpuwen Mucyc, korga aBepy ObUIH 3amepThl, CTal MOCPeAU HUX U cKasan: mup Bam! [lotom roBoput
dome: oail mepCT TBOM CrOJa U MOCMOTPH PyKH Mowu; mozaii pyKy TBOIO U BJIOXKH B peOpa Mowu; u He
OyIp HeBepyloluM, HO BepyroiuM. Poma ckazan Emy B orset: [ocnogs moit u bor moii! Mucyc ropopur
eMy: Thl MOBEpPWI, MOTOMY YTO yBUJen MeHs; Oa)KeHHbI HEBHJEBIIMe M yBepoBaBuive. MHOro
corBopu Mucyc npes yuennkamu CBOMMHU U JPYrUX 4yZec, O KOTOPBIX He MMCaHO B KHuUre cei. Cue e
HAIKCaHO, 1a0kI BbI yBepoBaiH, 4YTo Mucyc ects Xpucroc, CoiH boxxuii, U, Bepysi, UMeu )KU3Hb BO UMSI
Ero.

Ot HoaHHa 15:17-16:2

Cue 3anoBezao BaMm, Ja ar06uTe Apyr aApyra. Eciu Mup Bac HeHaBUAMT, 3HakiTe, YTO MeHs mpex/e Bac
BO3HeHaBue/. Ec/iu GbI BbI OBLIM OT MUPA, TO MU JIFOOHM/T ObI CBO€; a KaK BbI He OT MHUPa, HO $1 u3bpan
BaC OT MHpa, IOTOMY HeHaBUAUT Bac mup. [lomHuUTe C1OBO, KOTOpOe Sl ckasan Bam: pab He Gosblie
rocioquHa cBoero. Eciu Menst rHanu, OyayT THaTh W Bac; ecnmu Moe C/ioBO coOmopanu, OyayT
co6nrogaTs U Baire. Ho Bce To caenaror Bam 3a uMst Moe, motomy 4to He 3HatT [lociaBuiero Mens.
Eciu Gb1 S He mpwines ¥ He TOBOPH/I UM, TO He UMeNU Obl TPEXa; a Telepb He UMEIOT U3BUHEHHUS BO
rpexe cBoeM. HeHnaBugsiuuiit Menst HeHaBuauT v OTija Mmoero. Eciu 6b1 $1 He cOTBOpHI MeXIy HUMH
JeJl, KaKuX HUKTO JPYroil He Jejiaji, TO He MMenu Obl Ipexa; a Telepb U BUAENIH, U BO3HEHABUETU U
Menss u Otua Moero. Ho ma cOymercsi ¢10BO, HamMCaHHOe B 3aKOHE WX: BO3HeHaBuuenu MeHs
HanpacHo. Korza sxe nmpunger Yrenrmrens, Kotoporo f mouurio Bam ot OTiia, Jlyx nctunsi, Kotopsriii ot
Orua ucxonut, OH OyzeT CBUIETeTLCTBOBATH O MHe; a TaKKe U Bbl OyJjeTe CBUETEbCTBOBATD, TOTOMY
4TO BBl CHavasia co Muorw. Cue ckasan S BaM, 4TOOBI Bbl He COOIAa3HUINCh. MI3TOHAT Bac M3 CUHArOT;
Ja)ke HACTYIAET BPeMsI, KOT/Ia BCIKUM, yOMBAIOIIMI Bac, OyJeT ZyMaTh, 9YTO OH TeM CIyXXuT bory.




(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing the following)

The Angel cried to the Lady, full of grace:
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin! Again, I say: Rejoice,
thy Son is risen from His three days in the tomb!
With Himself He has raised all the dead.”
Rejoice, O ye people!

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem!

The glory of the Lord has shone on thee.
Exult now, and be glad, O Zion!

Be radiant, O pure Theotokos,

in the Resurrection of thy Son!

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise thy God, O Zion! (Ps. 147:1)
The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance! He shall not fear evil tidings! (Ps. 111:6)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

On Death and Resurrection in Christ

Yesterday I was crucified with Him; today I am glorified with Him.
Yesterday I died with Him; today I am made alive with Him.
Yesterday [ was crucified with Him; today I am glorified with Him.
Yesterday I died with Him; today I am made alive with Him.
Yesterday [ was buried with Him; today I am raised up with Him.
Let us offer to Him Who suffered and rose again for us ... ourselves, the possession most precious to God
and most proper.
Let us become like Christ, since Christ became like us.
Let us become Divine for His sake, since for us He became Man.
He assumed the worse that He might give us the better.
He became poor that by His poverty we might become rich.
He accepted the form of a servant that we might win back our freedom.
He came down that we might be lifted up.
He was tempted that through Him we might conquer.
He was dishonored that He might glorify us.
He died that He might save us.
He ascended that He might draw to Himself us, who were thrown down through the fall of sin.
Let us give all, offer all, to Him who gave Himself a Ransom and Reconciliation for us.
We needed an incarnate God, a God put to death, that we might live.
We were put to death together with Him that we might be cleansed.
We rose again with Him because we were put to death with Him.
We were glorified with Him because we rose again with Him.
A few drops of Blood recreate the whole of creation!
—St Gregory the Theologian, Easter Orations



PRAYERS
For Those Who Have Fallen Asleep

Birthdays, Names-days,
& Anniversaries

Newly-Departed Jonas, Newly Departed Evgeniy, Elmer,
Quina, Alice, Roy, Robert, Leyla, Tamara

[To be inserted after the petition for the departed]

Again we pray for those who have lost their lives because
of the war in Ukraine: that the Lord our God may look
upon them with mercy, and give them rest where there is
neither sickness, or sorrow, but life everlasting.

April g - 29

Maxx Broeker (B)
Kristina Nikolla (B)
Margret Vesho (B)
Belinda Mentzer (B)
Rose Shaloka (B)
Stuart Barenbaum (B)
Giorgi Gamjashvili (N)

For Those Who Are Sick And Home-bound

Seven-Day Vigil Candles

Virginia, Denise, Olvian, Marie, James, Alexandra,
Andrew, Christina, Louise, Porter, Alvin, Tracy, Kathy,
Andrew, Maria, Helen, John, Tom, Nina, Sophia, Jim,
Spresha, Kristin, Niko, Spiro, Angjeliki, Melod, Olgay,
Ruth, Fr. Milorad, Naomi, Terry, Naomi, Annette, Tatiana,
Aleena, Lester Jr., Luke and his family, Natalia, Otari,
Lasha

Mary & Hank Jaxheimer -
health
Tina Tsiadis - health

Seven-Day Vigil Candles are
used for the Eternal Light
that hangs above the Royal

Prayers In General

Doors and are often placed
in front of the icons of

Fr. Dennis and his family, Fr. Ioan, Christian, Michael,
Erica, Kaida, DuDash family, Michael, Robert, Ally, Steve,
Jake and Amanda and their children, Katherine, Ron,
Anthony, Volodymyr, Nick, Sophia, Michael, Rafael, Bob,
Barbara, Juliya and the child to be born of her, Isaac,
Jemima and the child Maria, Ansley and the child to be
born of her, Sandra, Enoch, John, Victoria, Melenie, Grace,
Michael, Barbara, Giorgi,

[To be inserted after the petition for the living]

Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health, salvation, for
those who are suffering, wounded, grieving, or displaced
because of the war in Ukraine.

[Petitions at Augmented Litany]

Again we pray for a cessation of the hostilities against
Ukraine, and that reconciliation and peace will flourish
there, we pray thee, hearken and have mercy.

We give thanks to You, O Lord our God, Who in Your
mercy and providential care, has called forth
Archimandrite NIKODHIM to become a shepherd of
wisdom and strength for our Albanian Archdiocese.
We ask that You Bless Father NIKODHIM as he readies
himself to become our future archpastor so he may:

» care for our spiritual well-being,
unite us in a zealous confession of our holy faith,
commit us in loving service to one another in
bright witness to the glory of Your holy Name.
Hear us and have mercy.

Christ or the Birth-giver of
God. If you would like to
donate a Seven-Day Vigil
Candle, Please include the
name or names of those for
whom the candle is donated,
and we will place them in
this section for special
prayers.

COFFEE HOUR

April
23 - Dellermann Family
30 - Hot Dog Sunday

May

07 - Shaloka - Memorial
14 - Dellermann Family
21 -

28 - Pat Lane

Coffee Hour is a wonderful
chance for us to get together
to break bread and spend
time with each other, to
celebrate those whom we
have held memorials for,
and to come together as the
family of God outside of
worship. To sign up, to host
a coffee hour, contact Fr.
Nicholas or Donna Bacon.

SCRIPTURE THIS
WEEK

Church Lectionary

Today
Acts 12:1-11

John 15:17-16:2
Acts 5:12-20
John 20:19-31

Monda
Acts 3:19-26
John 2:1-11

Tuesday

1 Peter 5:6-14
Mark 6:7-13
Acts 4:1-10
John 3:16-21

Wednesday
Acts 413-22
John 5:17-24

Thursday
Acts 4:23-31
John 5:24-30

Friday
Acts 5:1-11
John 5:30-6:2

Saturday
Acts 5:21-33
John 6:14-27

Reading the Biblein a
Year

Apr 23: Job 17-20
Apr 24: Job 21-24
Apr 25: Job 25-28
Apr 26: Job 29-33
Apr 27: Job 34-38
Apr 28: Job 39-42
Apr 29: Psalms 1-4




ARTICLES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Knowing God Face to Face!

April 17, 2023 - Fr. Barnabas Powell

Christ Is Risen!
What joy! What happiness! What a celebration! Words fail. Songs sung over and over again still cry out
for more! Death is conquered by the Unconquered
Son. O what news! The whole earth basks in the glow
of the Victory of Christ over death! No more fear! No
more night! The Son has dawned and there are no
dead left in the grave!
It all sounds like so much wishful thinking in light of
all our world’s troubles, doubts, and chaos. Even we
NN/ who say we believe struggle to reconcile our hymns
WS RSl | with our everyday lives of struggle and pain.
?‘_./P e A 2NN Especially when we see a world increasingly gripped
I 4 ENY : by confusion and narcissistic madness.
And yet, here we are once again, in the Week called
Bright or Renewal Week. No fasting. No more
mourning. Christ is risen from the dead!
So, how do we keep this joyousness in the face of a society perilously close to a post-Christian period?
How do we keep Bright Week bright?
Look at our Gospel Lesson for today in John 1:18-28:

No one has ever seen God; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has

made him known.

And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to

ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, he did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the

Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the

prophet?” And he answered, “No.” They said to him then, “Who are you? let us have an

answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, ” I am the voice of

one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah

said.”

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing,

if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize

with water; but among you stands one whom you do not know, even he who comes after

me, the thong of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” This took place in Bethany

beyond the Jordon, where John was baptizing.
Isn’t it amazing on this Bright Monday the Church calls us to remember the beginning of the Lord’s
ministry? We are taken back to the start of it all as if the beginning holds the seeds of the fully grown
fruit of His life. And it does! The way to keep Bright Week Bright is first by embracing that God wants to
be known! And God wants to be known so much that He wraps Himself in our flesh and comes among
us to show us Himself! God desires to be found. He has never been the One who is hiding!
Not only that, but He is going to show us Himself by enlisting us to help make Him known. He shows us
St. John the Baptist as the Forerunner preparing the way for the Lord. St. John clears the Way for the
Lord by calling all of us to repentance and a willing heart ready to embrace the Savior. And all of this
work, this revelation, is not for God at all, but for us.
On this Bright Monday, we are still being challenged to know God in the face of His Son, our Lord Jesus.
We are still being challenged to participate in making Him known to our world as well. And can we look




at our world and not see it desperately needs to know God? But the world won't be able to see Him
unless His Body, the Church, accurately reflects His image to the world. The whole world is groaning
under the weight of fear and death, and the only remedy for that fear and death lies within the joyous
celebration of His Life-Giving Resurrection. How will the world, your world, come to know this God
Who wants to be known if His Body hides Him away as if He were some fragile deity that was weak and
in need of protection? How will they see Him if we hide Him? How will we explain our attempts to hide
Him when He so obviously wants to be found by the whole world?

Today, let us keep a Christian Bright Week by making sure there is not one corner of our world where He
isn’'t seen! Let’s be wise enough to be like St. John and point away from ourselves and focus everyone’s
attention on Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord, the Head of the Body, the Image of the unseen God! Let’s be
Orthodox on Purpose!

Praver For The Week

Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades’ power, and You rose the victor, Christ God,
saying to the myrrh-bearing women, “Hail!” and granting peace to Your disciples, You who raise up the
fallen.

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/faithencouraged/2023/04/knowing-god-face-to-face-bright-monday/

April Events

April
23 —10:00am Divine Liturgy
1:30pm Blessing of the Graves
(Oakland)
26 - 7:15pm Bible Study via GoogleMeets
30 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy
1:30pm Blessing of the Graves
(Lawnview)

May
03 — 7:15pm Bible Study via GoogleMeets
07 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy

1:30pm Blessing of the Graves
(Magnolia)
10 — 7:15pm Bible Study via GoogleMeets
14 —10:00am Divine Liturgy
1:30pm Blessing of the Graves
(Forrest Hills)
17 — 7:15pm Bible Study via GoogleMeets
21 - 10:00am Divine Liturgy

24 - 6:30pm Vesperal Liturgy Feast of Ascension

28 —10:00am Divine Liturgy
29 - Blessing of the Graves
(Fernwood)
31 - 7:15pm Bible Study via GoogleMeets

Can'tjoin us in person?

We stream our services on our YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@sspeterpaulorthodoxc

hurchoi810

"Completely have trust in God, leave
everything in His hands, and believe
that His love will act for your own
benefit. Then God will take care of
everything, because there is nothing He
cannot do; everything is easy for Him.
The difficult thing is for man to decide
to humble himselfiand leave everything
to God’s'providence and love."

Elder Paisios of Mount Athos (-1994

Y/
'}('éo



https://www.youtube.com/@sspeterpaulorthodoxchurcho1810
https://www.youtube.com/@sspeterpaulorthodoxchurcho1810

The Necessity of OCMC DONATIONS

Christian FI‘leIldShIPS As you know our Parish has been collecting funds for the Orthodox
» Christian Mission Center (“OCMC”) throughout Lent as a way for us to give
and support something outside of ourselves. Through its many ministries,
OCMC has shared the love of Christ offering a living witness of the
Orthodox Christian Faith in more than 30 countries around the world.
Each of these ministries works to build up the Church and help transform
the lives of people who hunger and thirst for salvation through a vibrant
Eucharistic life in Christ. For every $600 collected and donated to OCMC
we are able to support one Mission Priest for an entire year to bring the
Word of Christ to one of these Communities.

» Our collections and donations to date has raised just over $1,200 and
R Rt Ry through your generosity we are actually able to support 2 of these Mission
VTTIEV e BB VBV o E I Bl BT Yol TlFY Priests for an entire year. As we want our Parish’s pledge of support for two
E O NS CTaa o) IS (0 I LEN] priests to be an ongoing commitment from year to year, we appeal to you to
PLISIERNE L EEL IR W GEILEIGEYE consider making an additional one time pledge whether it’s $5, $10, $25, $50
WSS LIS T I L LAY o1 $100.  We have anonymous donors who are willing to match donations
LSRR S S SO ETIIR NN LTS ver the $1,200 level and will serve as the foundation for the 2nd year’s

SAESI ST SIRYEH s g IEEVIERTY o mmitment of support for the 2 Mission Priests.
the acquisition of material goods, has

become the dominant theme of our
age. Families that once placed the life
of the Church as the center of their
week, have drifted away from God.
Having made idols of worldly
pleasures and pursuits, their family
life has become focused on transitory
goals, leaving them in a state of

We are looking to wrap up this OCMC Lenten Collection by April 30th so
we can send along the donation to the OCMC. Donations can be given to
Donna Bacon or Jim Schaeffer in person - earmarked for the OCMC. Or
mailed to the Church.

In Christ,
Your Church Council

spiritual bankruptcy. Parents who once brought their children to the temple, having lost their own way, watch those
children stray far from faith.

Centered on worldly pursuits, we've allowed our spiritual life to be displaced by things that are transitory in nature, no
longer thinking of the things of God. Spiritual illness has infected our youth like a virus, leaving them with little to
sustain them when times get tough. The economic, political, and social instability of our age demands that we be
spiritually fit, yet we give our youth virtually nothing that will help them through the hardships ahead. We continue on
a path that remains focused on material gain and personal fulfillment. Hardly the elements that can sustain the
human heart.

The life of a Christian has never been easy, but in an age that is proving to be hostile towards the things of God,
Christian friendship is all the more important. We need each other. We need the encouragement that Christian
friendship can give us as we face a world that has rejected Christ. The unity we have when we receive the Body and
Blood of the Saviour during each and every celebration of the Divine Liturgy, gives us strength to withstand whatever
may be coming. When all else has failed, and our culture, economy, and material world has fallen into ruin, only faith
will have the power to sustain us.

It is only our faith, supported and strengthened by our fellowship in Christ, that will have the lasting power to keep us
from falling into despair as our world enters into a darkness that seems unconquerable. Hiding from the reality of a
world that has lost its way will in no wise make the future brighter. Lifting each other up, as we share our faith in the
Christ Who came to make all things new, is the only hope we have. Let us not waste this life God has given us, but let

us move forward in faith, together, knowing that ultimately, the gates of hell will not prevail against those who love
God.

With love in Christ,
Abbot Tryphon




