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FATHER STEPHEN’S MESSAGE TO THE FAITHFUL 
WHEN IT COMES TO GIVING THERE ARE TWO WAYS

By Father Stephen Siniari

There are two ways, one of life and one of death, and there is a great difference between the two ways. Didache 1:1  It’s an 
unfortunate truth, the way of Christ is not always observed, not necessarily because we are bad people, but because we for-
get the Source of our life and of love, even in the church. 

Why do we have love, if we have love? 

Because we are good people and naturally full of love for all others? No! Love is from God.  He that loveth not knoweth not 
God; for God is love. I John 4:8  We love because He first loved us. I John 4:19  So, if we love, we give to others.

Why do we give of our time, talent, and treasure? 

Because of our natural benevolence, unselfishness, and goodness? No! Because God first offered His Son for us. "For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 
John 3:16  Our Heavenly Father did not hold back.  His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man 
in His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. But the LORD was pleased To 
crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, Isaiah 53:10

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but deliv-
ered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Romans 8:32  

Why did God sacrifice His Son? 

So that we could establish, maintain, and remain safe and comfortable in our parishes by collecting fees for services ren-
dered? No!  We are called to sacrifice for those who have not yet embraced the good news of the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ and though it will cost us, we are called to this obedience. Scripture is clear: Matthew 10:8  And as you go, preach, 
saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you re-
ceived, freely give. Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts…God sacrificed His Son for you and you 
balk at the notion that you must “give these foreigners a free baptism, wedding, or funeral…” Something which is not yours, 
something you may neither give nor withhold. And even if it was yours, you would want this offering to God to cost you 
something, wouldn’t you, if it were to have any meaning, to you, to the “foreigner, the stranger,” or to God? 2 Samuel 24:24/
I Chronicles 21:24  Even David the Prophet says: I will not give to the Lord that which cost me nothing.

When it comes to giving, there are two ways also. Pray we examine the theoria that informs the praxis of our parish when it 
comes to receiving and giving.

Here’s something from David Pao from his Pauline Investigation for those who lead, manage, and make decisions regarding 
the finances of our communities: At the heart of the patron-client network is the understanding of reciprocity as the founda-
tion of social and political relationships. The provision of benefits creates the need for recipients to respond with appropriate 
acts.  Through such acts the relative status of both the superior party and the inferior is affirmed and consolidated. The 
network is understood to form the basis of society. Beyond social interaction, patron-client reciprocity governs various types 
of relationships. Rulers were understood as benefactors, and reciprocity is considered as the basis of the political machine.

***Continued on the next 3 pages  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Now let’s consider the one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread status the Nazarene reveals: Give to everyone 
who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Luke 6:30  If you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what 
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount…But I say to you, do not resist an evil 
person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take your 
shirt, let him have your coat also. Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.… Matthew 5:40

But Father, What about our economic survival. How are we going to pay the light bills AND your salary, Father?

Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abun-
dance does his life consist of his possessions. Luke 12:15  And in another place Our Master warned about shrewd money 
managers who make the parish portfolio grow at the expense of being poor in the Gospel.

And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by means of the wealth of unrighteousness, so that when it fails, they will re-
ceive you into the eternal dwellings. He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unright-
eous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much. Therefore if you have not been faithful in the use of unrighteous 
wealth, who will entrust the true riches to you… Luke 16:1-13 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal… Matthew 6:19  For this reason I say to you, do not be 
worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? Matthew 6:25  For whoev-
er wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it 
profit a man to gain the whole world, and forfeit his soul? For what will a man give in exchange for his soul?… Matthew 
8:36

And as to “Your salary, Father!”

All Orthodox theology begins and ends with Our Lord Jesus Christ and the priest follows in this modesty.  Our Master 
was poor and of the working class. His Mother brought the offering of a poor person.  This is the law for her who bears a 
child, whether a male or female.  But if she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take two turtledoves or two young pigeons, 
the one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering; and the priest shall make atonement for her, and she will be 
clean. Leviticus 12:8 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought 
Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT 
OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD "), and to offer a sacrifice according to what was 
said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS." Luke 2:22

Our Master had no place to live.  Then a scribe came and said to Him, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go." Jesus 
said to him, "The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head." 
Matthew 8:20

Our own patron Saints have instructed the priests in this matter: And now I commend you to God and to the word of His 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have coveted no 
one's silver or gold or clothes. "You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my own needs and to the men who 
were with me.… St. Paul said: Acts 20:33  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind… St Peter said, I Peter 5:2  Or did I commit a sin in 
humbling myself so that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge? Again, St Paul 
2 Corinthians 11:7  Paul came to them, and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working, 
for by trade they were tent-makers. Again, St Paul worked as a tentmaker Acts 18:3  Our Master had no place to live.  
Then a scribe came and said to Him, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go." Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes 
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head." Matthew 8:20

The seeds of our future are in the fruit of our work.

As a community in Christ we try to augment the income of the working priest in order to increase his time cultivating the garden 
of the faithful so that they in turn may bear fruit and by their lives cause others to believe and come to salvation in Christ.  "I am 
the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch 
that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.” John 15:2



          

                                                                                                                                                                        

It would be a curious study to determine how many souls of those who have not yet believed have come to salvation and 
how many have been chased away by the one way, I am the Way, the Truth, the Life John 14:6… or the other…? “Here’s the fee-
schedule.” And in an attempt to justify their greed, quote the scripture to those who are still learning as if they were already 
believers.  Our orders—backed up by the Master, Jesus—are to refuse to have anything to do with those among you who 
are lazy and refuse to work the way we taught you. Don’t permit them to freeload on the rest. We showed you how to pull 
your weight when we were with you, so get on with it. We didn’t sit around on our hands expecting others to take care of 
us. In fact, we worked our fingers to the bone, up half the night moonlighting so you wouldn’t be burdened with taking care 
of us. And it wasn’t because we didn’t have a right to your support; we did. We simply wanted to provide an example of 
diligence, hoping it would prove contagious.
 Don’t you remember the rule we had when we lived with you? “If you don’t work, you don’t eat.” And now we’re getting 
reports that a bunch of lazy good-for-nothings are taking advantage of you. This must not be tolerated. We command them 
to get to work immediately—no excuses, no arguments—and earn their own keep. II Thessalonians 3:1-13  Of course this 
is true, for those already in the fold and who have learned our ways by the example we have seen in Him toward us.

What did our Master teach us?

You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? So every 
good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree pro-
duce good fruit.… Matthew 7:17  And again St Paul teaches regarding giving money to support the clergy out of thanks-
giving to God for those who serve His people.  Do we not have the right to eat and drink? Do we not have the right to take 
along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?  Or is it only Barnabas and I who 
have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard 
without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? I Corinthians 9: 4-12 If others share 
the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause 
no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, 
and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar? So also the Lord directed those who proclaim 
the gospel to get their living from the gospel.… I Corinthians 9:13

Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is concerned? Does he not certainly speak for 
our sake? It was written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing 
in the crop. If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?  If others share 
this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything 
rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.

There is of course more but, enough… Another question:  Are there foreigners, strangers, in Christ, in His Church? 
Sacramental and spiritual welfare recipients because they haven’t yet learned the American systems of dues?

For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28  When a 
stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong. The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as the 
native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; I am the LORD your God. 
Leviticus 19:34.

You found mercy and perhaps were born into the Faith or came to it by the mercy of another so how could you not 
extend every mercy to a fellow pilgrim? 

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man; 
though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.… Romans 5:7

Or are you like the unforgiving servant our Master warned us about?

The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  But when that servant went out, he found one of 
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 
me!’ he demanded. His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ But he 
refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt.  When the other servants saw 
what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.  Then the master 
called the servant in.  



        

‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy 
on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’  In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 
should pay back all he owed.  This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or 
sister from your heart. Matthew 18:21-35

I am sure each one of us is familiar with and puts into practice the commandments of God found in Scripture.

And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners… Deuteronomy 10:19…remember that 
you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world… So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fel-
low citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone… Ephesians 2:12

So, how does one become a Christian and learn to live and give in a Christian manner and so not rob God?

Those who already believe give a portion: “You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of 
you! Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the 
LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows 
Malachi 3:10 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. On the first day of 
every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper…2 Corinthians 16:1 By giving a portion to oth-
ers, a portion that cost us something, a sacrificial portion, by joining our sacrifice to that of Christ on the Cross, the only tru-
ly meaningful sacrifice, we acknowledge that we have nothing of our own but only by His grace do we have life, health, 
and the ability to be productive for self and for others, using the material goods of this world as a Eucharistic offering to 
unite us, one with another, thus confessing the truth of our being and refuting the existential lie that we are somehow inde-
pendent of or above others… and thereby transcending self and participating in the fullness of the one True Giver of Life. 
What is offered in the Body of Christ is present by the Mysteries by the Incarnation, Death, and Resurrection of our 
Master Jesus Christ. What is offered is Christ, for He is Life.

Some have placed a price…Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "AND THEY 
TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the 
sons of Israel”; Matthew 27:9…A price on Him who said: And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.' "Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely give. Do not acquire 
gold, or silver, or copper for your money belts… Matthew 10:8

We understand: For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Roman 6:23 
ἁµαρτία, sin, is separation from God and from others. Death, we know is dissolution, decay, isolation and separation of 
creation from God and from others. So, the vision of the Church is clear, all of material creation is to manifest our essen-
tial relationship to God and to creation, offering our life to Him in thanksgiving. 

While the way of the world, divides and sets at opposition, actually turning material creation into a means of separation, 
into your pile and mine, and stay away! For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and 
pride in possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world. I John 2:16 But if anyone has the world's goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? I John 3:17

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? You de-
sire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you 
do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do 
you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over 
the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? James 4:1-5 For we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take any-
thing out of the world. I Timothy 6:7

When it comes to giving to others, there are two ways.

There are two ways, one of life and one of death, and there is a great difference between the two ways. Didache 1:1 
          

             * * *
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Please continue to pray for: Gregory Vrato, Sr., Matthew Murianka, Joyce Dorsey, Thimi Daka, So-
phie Bacon, Joe Bacon, Margot Craig, Eteri Okropiridze, Mary Ann Clark, Alexandra Pana, 
Nicholas Desloges, Martha Murianka, Anthony Sarris, Jeannie Rifkin, Nick Zeo, His Eminence 
Archbishop Nikon, Eurania (Elaine) Quirias, Lester Speero, Lester Paul Speero, Sandy Speero, 
Andi Steffa, Allan Heller, Katherine Halkedis, Linda Vesho, Fr. Stephen Siniari, Yorgi, Jim Bache-
lor, Papa George, Patriarch Ilya, Father Elias, Mother Aemiliane and Sacred Sisterhood of Saint 
Nina. 

God knows the names and ages of all who need His Love and Mercy... 
If you can, please consider sending any of the above people a card to let them know that they are still be-
ing thought of and prayed for and still a part of SS Peter & Paul Family - it might make a world of dif-
ference to them!!

Gregory Vrato, Sr., is at the John Neumann Nursing Home, Room 729, at the intersection of Halde-
man & Tomlinson Road (make a right on Tomlinson and the parking lot is immediately on your right). 
Visitors are welcome anytime from 12 to 8PM.  Please continue to keep Gregory in your prayers. God 
grant him good health!

LET US KEEP THEM IN OUR PRAYERS

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE ~ NOVEMBER 2014
November 2 - Divine Liturgy - 10:00 AM
November 9 - SS Peter & Paul Closed - Divine 
Liturgy will be held at St. John’s
November 16 - Divine Liturgy - 10:00 AM

November 23 - Divine Liturgy - 10:00 AM
November 30 - Divine Liturgy - 10:00 AM
December 7 - Divine Liturgy featuring 
St. Tikhon’s Mission Choir (see page 5) - 10:00 AM

Every Wednesday - 7  PM - 8:30 PM in the Church Hall - Led by Fr. Dn. Gregory.  We 
just started covering the Book of Jeremiah!  It is a great time to start!  NOTE: No Bible 

Study on November 26th. 
Grab your Bible and come join us!

CHURCH NEWS AND REMINDERS
ICON PLEDGES - please do your best 

to be current on your Icon Pledges.  This 
is such an important Fundraiser for our 
Parish - receiving the funds to back up 
your pledges makes it a success for all!  

Membership Dues 2014- 2015 are $125 
per person/$250 per couple - Dues can be 
paid at any time to our treasurer, James 
Schaeffer. 

Collection Sundays - 1st Sunday - Collection for 
the Poor; 2nd Sunday - IOCC (International Ortho-
dox Christian Charities); 3rd Sunday - Pastoral 
Fund. May God bless you for your generosity!

AltarWine:  Manischewitz Concord Grape 
(please do not donate any other brand of concord grape)

Oil:  Virgin Olive Oil (not needed at this time)

Pledges for our Elevator Lift - Please contact 
our Parish Treasurer, James Schaeffer to make 
your pledge and support the community of SS Pe-
ter & Paul. Our current balance due is well over 
$44,000.  Thank you for your generosity!     

BIBLE STUDY

http://www.stjohnsphila.org
http://www.stjohnsphila.org
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
For Confessions or Consultation please schedule an appointment with Father Dudash.  

Father Dudash may be reached at 484-552-8079 or by email:  ghiggee@yahoo.com.
THANK YOU!

.

SS Peter & Paul Church Store - Open Sundays at 
9:30 AM Items available:  Candles, SS Peter & Paul 
90th Year Celebration DVD ($15); Divine Liturgy 
Books, Icons (we have some new ones in stock); 
Crosses (Baptismal, lapel pins, Georgian style, or-
thodox); Prayerbooks (English); Censors; CDs and 
cassettes; Religious Books. Also available:  In Their 
Own Tongue, a documentary chronicling the Alban-
ian Archdiocese  in America.

Weekly Devotional Lights - Envelopes are avail    -
able at the Church Store counter for special prayers 
to be said during the week in conjunction with the 
burning of the Seven-Day Votive Light hanging 
above the Royal Doors. Suggested offering, $20, 
which will go towards building up our Pastoral 
Fund to support our full-time priest.

Announcements/News about Parishioners If you    
have any items to include in next month’s Bulletin, 
please see Maria or call her at 215-852-9501 or 
email: maria.starr@comcast.net. The deadline for the 
information to be included in the next Bulletin is 
Saturday, November 23rd.

Please remember to let Maria know the names of 
our members who are ill or in need of prayer so that 
they can be included in our Bulletins. 
***Please note:  You cannot arbitrarily be removed 
from the Prayer List. You must let Maria know to 

MISCELLANEOUS

Congratulations - to our newly-elected Church Council Officers:  President:  Stephen Murianka; 
Vice-President:  Rose Shaloka; Treasurer:  James Schaeffer; Secretary:  Christina Murianka; Trustees:  
Belinda Mentzer, Dave Lane, and Maria Starr       

May God grant them all many, many years!       

Important Announcement about Special Ser-
vices If you are planning to have a special service 
in the Church, please notify one of the members of 
Church Committee at least one week in advance.  

When you are planning for a Baptism, Wed-
ding, Funeral, or any other Prayer Service in the 
Church, please speak with the Pastor in advance. 
Thank you.

Next Parish Council Meeting is on November 
3rd, at 7PM.  All are welcome to attend!

Church Choir Services - if the services of the 
Church Choir are required, please notify the Choir 
Director, Christina Murianka, as soon as possible.

SS Peter & Paul Choir - Choir rehearsals are 
held after the Divine Liturgy on the last Sunday of 
each month (subject to change). If you or anyone 
you know is interested in joining our choir, please 
speak to the Choir Director, Christina Murianka 
or any choir member. 

mailto:ghiggee@yahoo.com
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A Very Happy Birthday is wished to the following parishioners 
and friends who are celebrating November Birthdays: Yelena 
Alekseyeva, Marie Antony, Jim Bachelor, Alicia Jaroni, Sallie 

Muzekari,  Fr Dn Gregory Vrato, Nick Zeo, Spiro Zoi.   
 May God grant them all many, many years!

PARISHIONER’S CORNER

“Hospitality...the greatest of virtues. It 
draws the grace of the Holy Spirit towards 
us. In every stranger's face, my child, I see 
Christ himself.” Elder Amphilochios Makris

Volunteers Needed to Sponsor and 
Clean Up after Coffee Hour - Remember, 
coffee hour is for fellowship, and the food 
doesn't have to be elaborate. Enlist a couple 
of friends and please pick a Sunday. List of 
available dates for the months of November 
and December are below. OPEN means 
that unless someone volunteers these dates 
will be declared POTLUCK Coffee Hour:

•November 2nd - Valentina
•November 9th - CHURCH CLOSED - 

DIVINE LITURGY AT ST. John’s
•November 16th - Nativity Lenten      

Period - Fasting Open
•November 23rd - Nativity Lenten      

Period - Fasting Open
•November 30th - Nativity Lenten     

Period Ladies Club Lunch
•December 7th - We are hosting           

St Tikhon’s Mission Choir!! (see page 5) - 
please bring your favorite dish and join us 
for Potluck Lenten Luncheon.
•December14th - Lenten Fasting Open
•December 21st - Lenten Fasting Open

Donate An Item a Month Campaign - We are in need of the following items: paper 
coffee cups, paper plates. Please no styrofoam. A sincere “Thank You” to all parish-
ioners who so kindly donated any requested items!!!

Sacred Monastery of Saint Nina is in need of towels of all sizes, twin size bed sheet 
sets for the their guest houses, and olive oil.  God Bless you for your generosity!!!

!!!SS Peter & Paul Community Christmas Card - Deadline:  Sunday, De-
cember 7 - Donation:  $10. If you wish to have your name included in our An-
nual Community Christmas Card, please see Jim Bachelor ASAP. You can also 
email Jim at:  Beqari@aol.com. Your donation (check made out to: “SS Peter & 
Paul Albanian Orthodox Church”) can be mailed to the Church, but must be re-
ceived by Saturday, 12/6, or your name will not be included.

!!! Nativity Greeting Cards - Suggested Donation:  $24 per box of 16 or $1.50 
each. All proceeds benefit our Pastoral Care Fund. Cards are available through our 
Church Store. Please contact Donna Bacon at 267.250.0520, or email her at:  

dab0893@verizon.net for more information.

mailto:Beqari@aol.com
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HOLY DAYS AND NAME DAYS IN NOVEMBER

                           Saint John of Georgia
Commemorated on November 4th

Among the multitude of saints we remember those Christians who dedicated their earthly lives to glorifying God and serving 
others. In a single lifetime they performed all the spiritual feats of the venerable and devout fathers, confessors, and martyrs.

Among the saints canonized by the Georgian Church, only four have been called “Righteous.” They are St. Ilia Chavchavadze, 
well known as the “father” and “uncrowned king” of the Georgian nation, and Sts. John, Steven, and Isaiah the Georgians.

It is believed that Holy John, Steven, and Isaiah lived in Jerusalem and guarded the Tomb of our Lord. It is probable that the 
Georgian Orthodox Church proclaimed them deserving of exceptional honor in recognition of their dedicated service at the 
Tomb of the Savior.

For several centuries the Georgian Church has glorified the Righteous John, Steven, and Isaiah and asked for their intercessions 
before the Lord.              
                                          ***Information taken from oca.org 

November 1   - Holy Wonderworkers and Unmercenaries Saints Cosmas & Damian
November 4   - St John of Georgia
November 6   - St Paul the Confessor the Archbishop of Constantinople
November 8 - Synaxis of the Archangel Michael and the Other Bodiless Powers      
November 9 - St. Nectarius     
November 11 - Martyr Victor at Damascus  
November 13 - St John Chrysostom the Archbishop of Constantinople  
November 14 - Holy, All-Praised Apostle Philip  
November 16  - Apostle and Evangelist  Matthew 
November 20 - Forefeast of the Entry into the Temple of the Most Holy Theotokos  
November 21 - The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of God into the Temple  
November 26 - St Nikon  
November 27   - St Romanus
November 30   - Apostle Andrew, the Holy and All-Praised First Called

SAVE THE DATE! 

Please join us in welcoming St. Tikhon's Mission Choir to celebrate Divine Liturgy with us at SS Peter & Paul 
Albanian Orthodox Church on Sunday, December 7th. The Mission Choir will sing the responses of the 

Liturgy and join us for a light Lenten Luncheon during our coffee hour. If you would like to join in sponsoring the 
Mission Choir visit, please contact Donna Bacon at 267-250-0520 or dab0893@verizon.net. Suggested sponsor-

ship is a contribution of $100, $50, $20 or any other amount. Thank you for participating in this joyous event! 

mailto:dab0893@verizon.net
mailto:dab0893@verizon.net
http://oca.org
http://oca.org


        

                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Join us on Sunday, November 16 
St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church Sunday school is 
planning an afternoon of fun at the Franklin Institute on Sunday, 

November 16 immediately following coffee hour.  Everyone is invited! 
Please order your tickets with Steve Coraluzzi or any of the Sunday 

school teachers. Cost of the ticket will be  $10.00 for adults and $5.00 
for our school students. 

If you have any questions or need additional information please call 
Steve Coraluzzi at 610-459-0311 or email smc@dsmk.net. 

610-459-0311 or email smc@dsmk.net 
St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church 

237 N. 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 

St. John Chrysostom’s Sunday School Outing to the  

Franklin Institute 

Order Tickets Now! 

   SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

RAISING TOMORROW’S SAINTS
The purpose of Sunday School is to teach our children how to live their Orthodox faith. 
By teaching them about the life of Christ, we give them the foundation to live Christian 
lives, to go out into the world and share their faith and do good works. We encourage 
our children not only to learn about our faith in the classroom, but in their homes as 

well. The Sunday School also does a number of charitable works. The Sunday School 
welcomes children as young as 5 years old and offers classes from pre-school through 
high school. Greg and Rose Shaloka are our dedicated teachers.  Please consider en-

rolling your child in our Sunday School program this year!

LOWER SCHOOL CLASS (AGES 5 - 12 ) OF SUNDAY SCHOOL - LED   BY 
ROSE SHALOKA

This year in the Lower Sunday School class (ages 5 through 12) we are covering the New Testament.  We try to follow a 
chronological order beginning with the birth of Jesus, his early years and some of his miracles.  Our students work on 

projects through out the year.  All children are welcome to come to Sunday School and we hope to see you there!

UPPER SCHOOL CLASS (AGES 12 AND ABOVE) OF SUNDAY SCHOOL - LED BY GREG SHALOKA
This school year the Upper School Sunday School class (ages 12 and above) has been reading, studying and discussing the 

Gospels of St. Matthew and St. John.  We finished our study of St. Matthew earlier in the year and are currently about to begin 
the seventh chapter of the Gospel of St. John.  As usual, we have also taken a few detours during the year to discuss in greater 
depth certain topics.  For instance, we spent several weeks discussing the fall (ancestral sin) its meaning and repercussions.  In 

addition, we just completed several weeks of discussions on attributes and aspects of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ's life and 
teachings i.e. obedience, thankfulness, prayer, zeal for God, wisdom, sorrow etc.  We did this by finding the relevant passages in 
the Gospels, Epistles and even the Old Testament prophets and discussing the contexts in which Jesus demonstrated these qual-

ities or behaviors and what they tell us not only about God, but also about how we should live our lives.   



        

!!!INTRODUCING STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE PROGRAM - GIVING BACK TO GOD!!!

"...WE THANK YOU, OUR GOD, AND PRAISE YOUR GLORIOUS NAME ...FOR ALL THINGS COME FROM     
YOU AND WE HAVE ONLY GIVEN BACK WHAT IS YOURS ALREADY.” (I CHRONICLES 29:13-14)

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT STEWARDSHIP?
Give without show - "Let not your left hand know what your right hand is doing." (Matt.6:3).
Give with regularity in proportion - "Upon the first day of the week let everyone of you lay by him in store, as God has 
prospered him." (I Cor. 16:2)
Give liberally - "He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully." (II 
Cor. 9:6)
Give cheerfully - "Let everyone give as his heart tells him, neither grudgingly, nor under compulsion, for God loves the man 
that gives cheerfully." (II Cor. 9:7)

WHO IS THE CHURCH?
The Church is you, your family and your relatives. The Church is all of us together. The Church is people who have a com-
mon spiritual and religious bond. The bond is Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus, the Church is the body of Christ. Our Church is 
the body of believing Orthodox Christians throughout the world; and it is our local congregation of believing Orthodox 
Christians.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
The Church is the vehicle for the mystical or sacramental life of the people. Through the Church we are cleansed, nourished 
and sustained by the Holy Spirit in the mysteries of Baptism, Chrismation, Holy Communion, Confession, Holy Unction, 
Holy Matrimony and Holy Orders. The Church teaches us the Christian Faith. The Church provides us with fellowship and 
the activities that are needed in order to experience the fullness of our Faith in union with Christ.

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE IN CHURCH MEMBERSHIP?
Yes! There is active membership and inactive membership. Active members are people who are baptized or chrismated in 
the Orthodox Church, who nurture their faith through participation in the Sacraments, such as Holy Communion, Confes-
sion, etc., and who contribute their resources, i.e., time, talent, ability and finances. Active members are members in good 
standing.
Inactive members are people who are baptized or chrismated in the Orthodox Church, who do not nurture their faith 
through participation in the Sacraments, such as Holy Communion, Confession, etc., and/or who do not contribute their 
resources, i.e., time, talent and finances. SS Peter & Paul Albanian Orthodox Church needs your active membership. We 
need you as a steward.

HOW DO I BECOME AN ACTIVE CHURCH MEMBER ?
God has blessed each of us with unique talents and abilities. For SS Peter & Paul Albanian Orthodox Church to become all 
that it can be, we need your active participation in the life of the Church (participation in the Sacraments, the local min-
istries and the various Church organizations).
The burden of giving is on all of us. Only by pledging a percentage of our annual income can let SS Peter & Paul Albanian 
Orthodox Church grow in ministry and spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.

WHAT IS THE STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM OF CHURCH SUPPORT?
The Stewardship Pledge Program of Church Support is believing in Christ's Church and wanting to support and continue 
His work on earth. Stewardship is a spiritual discipline that helps keep our lives focused upon God. It reminds us that all we 
have comes from God.  It is a way to meet our financial obligations to our Church and Parish with Christian concern, digni-
ty and equity. It is a means of financial support of the Church, based on true Christian giving and on our individual respon-
sibility. It is the one way that views the support of the Church as a matter of personal commitment and conscience. Steward-
ship Pledge eliminates inequalities and places the responsibility of Church support where it belongs - in the hands of each 
parishioner.

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM?
The Stewardship pledge includes husband, wife, children and all dependents. If self-supporting members of the family over 
the age of 18 live with their parents, they would make their own separate pledge. For college students living at home, the 
age is 23. Family membership allows each Orthodox spouse voting privileges in parish matters.

WHAT WILL MY STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE COVER?
Your Stewardship Pledge will cover your annual Parish Membership commitment, but not special offerings or projects such 
as the Elevator Fund, etc.

http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=1%20Chronicles%2029%3A13%2D14
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=Matthew%206%3A3
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=1%20Corinthians%2016%3A2
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=2%20Corinthians%209%3A6
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=2%20Corinthians%209%3A7
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=1%20Chronicles%2029%3A13%2D14
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=Matthew%206%3A3
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=1%20Corinthians%2016%3A2
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=2%20Corinthians%209%3A6
http://www.greekcathedral.com/index.cfm?page=bible_search&version=NKJV&passage=2%20Corinthians%209%3A7


        

HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE TO MY CHURCH?
True Stewardship is giving back to Christ's Church (for the perpetuation of God's work) a percentage of your 
financial resources - in proportion to the blessings you have received. The amount each family gives will be 
different, because the resources of each family are different. Give in proportion to what you have been given; 
but give sacrificially.

It is recommended that each parishioner review the cost of operating the Church before submitting their 
pledge. Most Orthodox parishes require an average of $20 per week from each family ($1,040 annually) to 
maintain an Orthodox Church with active ministries. This is only a recommendation, the Stewardship Pledge 
program has no set minimum.

The Bible encourages tithing as a guideline for giving. Tithing is when one gives cheerfully and voluntarily 
10% of one's annual income for the glory and support of His Church. If you cannot give 10%, begin at 2 or 3% 
and challenge yourself to increase the percentage each year. God will honor your commitment. God will pro-
vide.

HOW DOES A STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE DIFFER FROM A DONATION? 

Donations are always welcome but donations are not predictable hence our Budget should be based upon 
pledges of our members. Look what you can achieve by contributing weekly or monthly! 

$10/wk - $520yr $50/month - $600/yr

$15/wk - $780/yr $60/month - $720/yr

$20/wk - $1,040/yr $75/month - $900/yr

  $25/wk - $1,300/yr $100/month - $1200/yr

YOUR STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CAN BE PAID BY THE FOLLOWING METHODS ON WEEKLY, 
MONTHLY, OR YEARLY BASIS:

1. Check (please make checks payable to SS Peter & Paul) - 9230 Old Bustleton Ave, Philadelphia PA 19116 

2.   OPTION that we can easily implement - Auto-payment through your online banking services Bill Pay, 
please use "2014 Pledge" for the account number.

3.   Cash may be turned in at the candle stand or given to a member of parish council. 

May it be Blessed and Thank You for Your Consideration and Generosity! 

The art of Thanksgiving is thanksliving. It is gratitude in 
action. It is applying Albert Schweitzer's philosophy, "In 
gratitude for your own good fortune you must render in 
return some sacrifice of your life for other life."
•It is thanking God for the gift of life by living it tri-

umphantly.
•It is thanking God for your talents and abilities by accept-

ing them as obligations to be invested for the common 
good.

•It is thanking God for all that men and women have done 
for you by doing things for others.

•It is thanking God for opportunities by accepting them as 
a challenge to achievement.

•It is thanking God for happiness by striving to make oth-
ers happy.

•It is thanking God for beauty by helping to make the 
world more beautiful.

•It is thanking God for inspiration by trying to be an inspi-
ration to others.

•It is thanking God for health and strength by the care and 
reverence you show your body.

•It is thanking God for the creative ideas that enrich life 
by adding your own creative contributions to human 
progress.

•It is thanking God for each new day by living it to the 
fullest.

•It is thanking God by giving hands arms legs and voice to 
your thankful spirit.

•It is adding to your prayers of thanksgiving acts of 
thanksliving.



        SS PETER AND PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
9230 Old Bustleton Ave. - Philadelphia, PA 19115

(phone) 215-676-3311

NOVEMBER 2014
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Oct 26 

10:00 Divine
Liturgy

Oct 27 Oct 28 Oct 29 

7:00 Bible Study
with Fr Dn Gregory
Vrato
Fast

Oct 30 Oct 31 

Fast

1 

2 

10:00 Divine
Liturgy

3 4 5 

7:00 Bible Study
with Fr Dn Gregory
Vrato
Fast

6 7 

Fast

8 
Synaxis of the

Archangel Michael

9 

SS Peter & Paul
CLOSED - Divine
Liturgy at St.
John's

10 11 12 

7:00 Bible Study
with Fr Dn Gregory
Vrato
Fast

13 14 

Fast

15 

Fast: wine & oil

16 

10:00 Divine
Liturgy

Fast: wine & oil

17 

Fast

18 

Fast

19 

7:00 Bible Study
with Fr Dn Gregory
Vrato
Fast

20 

Fast

21 
ENTRANCE OF

THE THEOTOKOS

Fast: fish, wine, &
oil

22 

Fast: wine & oil

23 

10:00 Divine
Liturgy

Fast: wine & oil

24 

Fast

25 

Fast

26 

NO BIBLE STUDY

Fast

27 

Fast

28 

Fast

29 

Fast: wine & oil
30 

10:00 Divine
Liturgy

Fast: wine & oil

Dec 1 

Fast

Dec 2 

Fast

Dec 3 

7:00 Bible Study
with Fr Dn Gregory
Vrato
Fast

Dec 4 

Fast

Dec 5 

Fast

Dec 6 
St. Nicholas

Fast: fish, wine, &
oil

Please consult the Service Schedule Page for changes to the monthly calendar.


